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Do you think some of the folks in your audience might be hurting or struggling? Do you think 

they might like to hear they aren’t alone? I’m always excited when I get to speak about the 

foundational aspects of human nature and how our dreams and gifts can drive us forward, even 

through the darkest seasons of our lives. This story came to me over ten years ago when It 

occurred to me that the pain hidden inside a family would do well to be shared. It allows for 

healing. I’m pretty sure we all have skeletons in the closet. Our story needed to be told, even if 

through the lens of a fictional time and place. During our interview, I will tailor the story to the 

needs of your audience. 

I know you are busy. It would be great if you read the book, but I don’t expect you to. This is 

why I have created this press kit with links, benefits from the book, bullet points, takeaways, 

and summaries. You are already great at what you do, and I just want to add value to the lives 

of your audience. 

When I am doing our interview, being present will be my top priority. My main focus will be to 

make you look good while delivering value and perspective to your audience. I’m excited about 

this opportunity to serve you and your audience. I know that if I do my job well, your audience 

will feel served and they’ll be naturally interested in the book. 

I have created this press kit with the intention of making your job easier. If you need anything 

else, please email me. I can’t wait for our time together. 

Sincerely,  

 

Terry Stafford 

Terry@TerryStafford.com 

559-467-8212 

Oh, and one more thing. Once the interview posts, please send me all relevant links. I’d like to 

send my followers your way. 

StringsOfFaithBook.com 

A MESSSAGE FROM TERRY 

mailto:terry@terrystafford.com?subject=Media%20Query
http://www.stringsoffaithbook.com/
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“Don’t tell me to sit down,” she shouted. “Do you really expect me to believe that God took 

my child because my husband doesn’t go to church?” Fiction with a purpose. A classically 

trained violin player follows her heart to learn bluegrass and old-time fiddle music, much to the 

chagrin of her parents. She goes on to compete in fiddle contests around the country and 

pursues her dream of becoming the grand champion at the National Oldtime Fiddle Contest in 

Weiser, Idaho— “the granddaddy of them all.” 

She deviates from her journey to have a family. The joy brought by her husband and two 

daughters is a constant celebration. The pain she endured when she loses it all is unimaginable. 

To make matters worse, even her church disappoints her. 

But her friends never leave her side. Her anger with God is real, but He never leaves her side 

either. He provides her the gift of a rebuilt foundation through the very instrument she loved to 

play with all her heart. The truth held by something as simple as the notes on her fiddle. 

o E – Empathy. Try to understand why people do what they do. 

o A – Attitude. Don’t allow others to hurt you. Your reaction is yours alone. Forgive. 

o D – Devotion. Remain committed to your dreams, to your friends, and God. 

o G – Gratitude. Be grateful for what you have. Avoid focusing on what you don’t have. 

Author, speaker, and coach, Terry Stafford, creates a fun music-filled world of bluegrass 

festivals and fiddle contests upon which to share an often painful journey by protagonist, Darcy 

Marshall. Her husband, Trevor, has always been suspicious of organized religion…the church. 

But Darcy was faithful and wanted to depend on it. She was disappointed in her time of need. 

Unfortunately, the legalism and judgment inside the church in America is a reputation well 

deserved, but is finally coming around to reflecting the nature and the love Jesus prayed for. 

Product Details 

 Publisher: Author Academy Elite 

 Release Date: October 4, 2016 

 Language: English 

  

SUMMARY 
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About the Author 

After spending most of his early years in the U.S. Navy and 

college searching for meaning, Terry is now on a mission 

to share what he has learned—in order to help people 

find the joy made full that Jesus prayed for in John 17. He 

does this with the messages he delivers in his music, 

writing, speaking, and coaching. He has been a worship 

pastor at his church for over fifteen years. For much 

longer than that, Terry has been playing bluegrass music 

with his wife and friends at shows and festivals around 

the country.  

Terry is a member of the American Christian Fiction 

Writers, and is active in the ranks of Author Academy 

Elite. His writing and speaking includes inspirational topics 

for those seeking spiritual guidance and engagement with 

their community. Terry blogs at TerryStafford.com. 

When Terry isn’t writing, speaking, and playing music—he 

loves woodworking, photography, and spending time with 

his wife, Gail, their three grown children and six 

grandchildren, near Visalia, CA. 
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Child Adoption Among Christians Is Above Average 

“A recent Barna Group survey  found that 5 percent of practicing U.S. Christians—compared to 

2 percent of all U.S. Adults –have adopted children. When asked if they had seriously 

considered adopting, 38 percent of practicing Christians and 26 percent of all adults responded 

affirmatively.”     

 ~ ETHICSDAILY.com 

Christians are Being Hurt and Leaving Organized Religion in Droves 

Over 50 million results are returned when a search is conducted on Google for the term, “Hurt 
by the Church,” and 1.2 million hits are returned for the phrase “Leaving Organized Religion.” 
Dr. Josh Packard led a study at the University of Northern Colorado called The Dechurched 
Project that spawned the book, Church Refugees. Here is a quote from the book. “In recent 
years many people have left religion because of issues with the institutional nature of 
mainstream religious organizations.  Some of the reasons stem from intensely personal 

experiences.  After being ostracized from several communities because of her sexuality, Mary 
told me, ‘I didn’t lose faith in God, but I did lose faith in the church.  I’m back now, but I still 

don’t fully trust it.’” 

Christians are Being Hurt and Leaving Organized Religion in Droves 

Many of the unchurched population in America are seeking a relationship with God but are 

afraid to approach the church to do anything about it. “The Church” has garnered a reputation 

over the last 50 years, if not longer, for being highly judgmental and intolerant. The phrase “I 

want to learn about Jesus but not from the church” was searched on Google and over 93 

million results were returned. 

 

WHY TERRY’S MESSAGE IS IMPORTANT 
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Point of discussion: 

Terry believes that a strong 

foundation for relationships is 

essential to achieving the joy made 

full that Jesus prayed for in John 17. 

While happiness is never a guarantee, 

joy can be achieved, or at least 

pursued, if life is in tune with your 

dreams and passions. 

Point of discussion: 

Well-meaning church leaders have 

caused much pain and damage over 

the last 50 or so years. People are 

leaving organized religion in droves. 

Forward lookers are finding successful 

alternatives to the church building. 

Core question: 

What do relationships have to do with 

things like following a dream or living 

through pain? What prevents 

everyone from following their 

dreams?  

Potential next step for your audience: 

The Peghead Solution Free Course 

Core question: 

What do you think the future of 

organized religion is in America? 

Potential next step for your audience: 

Join the ‘Joy Seekers Online’ Facebook 

Group. 

facebook.com/groups/141516366286

402 

INTERVIEW TOPICS/FOCUS 

Core question: 

You mention The Peghead Solution in 

the book. What’s that all about?  

E – Empathy, A – Attitude,  
D – Devotion, G – Gratitude 
 
Potential next step for your audience: 

Free 5-Day course on my website 
 

Point of discussion: 

Nobody is listening to anybody 

anymore. Just as in the current 

political arena, everyone wants to 

force their own opinion as the only 

right opinion. We need to return to 

the foundation of relationships. I 

develop this solution in the book.  
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Book Excerpt (pg 56) 

In the coolness of the evening, Darcy and Trevor could hear the cacophony of banjos and 

fiddles echoing back and forth in the park. It was a sound they had heard so many times before 

and learned to cherish. This was their silence, their calm. The girls had gone to bed and the 

campsite was dark. They were sitting on a bench just outside the door, leaning against the side 

of the motorhome.  

Book Excerpt (pg 97): 

Dave looked around the room at each of the elders, and then back at her. “Darcy, honey, 

have you considered the possibility that the reason God did this to you is because Trevor is 

refusing to join this church and have a relationship with the only one true God?”  

Darcy quickly lifted her head from staring at the table and glared at Preacher Dave. “What!” 

She stood from the chair. “What are you saying?” 

“Darcy, honey,” another elder said. “Sometimes we just don’t understand that when there’s 

sin in the camp, so to speak, terrible things can happen.”  

“I can’t believe what I’m hearing,” Darcy said. 

“Come on, Darcy. You have to consider why this happened,” Dave said. “Please sit back 

down.” 

“Don’t tell me to sit down,” she shouted. “Do you really expect me to believe that God took my 

child because my husband doesn’t go to church?” 

Book Excerpt (pg 150): 

She stopped writing. Darcy set the journal down on her lap and laid the pen aside. She 

stared at the four words she had highlighted, repeating them over and over again. “Empathy. 

Attitude. Devotion. Gratitude. Empathy. Attitude. Devotion. Gratitude.” She knew she needed 

to remember these key ideas that she got from her friends, so she went back and underlined 

the first letters. E A D G. After a short minute of staring at her notes, she smiled. Then she 

laughed. Then she roared out loud and fell over backwards.  
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1. Why did you write this book? 

2. Was there any truth at all in the story? 

3. Does Weiser/Wē-zer/ really exist? 

4. Darcy’s run-in with the church leaders seemed a bit outrageous. Does that happen? 

5. You didn’t really mention The Peghead Solution as such until the appendix. Why? 

6. Some of the story moves very quickly with huge time jumps. Was that intentional? 

7. Is it really possible for people to be so devoted to pursuing their dream? 

8. You mention the names of many tunes in the book. Can my audience hear them? 

9. You broached the topic of church adoption. Are Christians more inclined to adopt? 

10. Explain that interesting relationship between Darcy and Jack Hanford. 

 

Watch the book trailer by clicking this image 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Adoption 

Loss of a child 

power of a dream 

Music and healing 

organized religion 

Friends and healing 

Sample Interview Questions 

http://bit.ly/BookTrailerMedia
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o Engaging in the fun of bluegrass and old-time music is an awesome distraction 

o There are many among us who are suffering who need to know they aren’t alone 

o A Google search of “hurt by the church” returns over 51 million results  

o Fiction can often times ease the pain of truth.  

o The importance of relationships is often overlooked, yet is critical in all aspects of life. 

o You can’t pursue your dream if you don’t know what it is, or don’t know who you are. 

o God often leads us through the middle of a dream to a magical place just beyond it. 

o Christians can often be cruel, but community in God’s family is a necessity. 

o Sometimes, the answer to the struggle can be found in the simplest place. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHY READ STRINGS OF FAITH? 



 

Strings of Faith                                                                  10                                                                           Press Kit 
 

 

 

 

First, I will have a unique resource available especially for your audience. This will be free and 

with no obligation. I will create it based on the unique needs and topic for your followers. This 

is part of my passion, helping people understand their dreams, gifts, and relationships. I want 

them to know they aren’t alone in their struggles and I want to add value to their lives. Once we 

finalize our interview, I will give you the link: StringsofFaithBook.com/___________ 

Second, some of your listeners may want to learn more about The Peghead Solution and my 

other workshops, training, and coaching. Tuning From the Peghead is a free 5-Day course, 

completely online. It’s a quick journey into renewing the foundation from which to build 

relationships. Even we introverts need this foundation because relationships are a necessity in 

every aspect of life. The course also gets them access to a private Facebook group. It is available 

from my websites listed below. 

You can find out more at TerryStafford.com 

 

 

 

 

Website: TerryStafford.com 

Book Website: StringsOfFaithBook.com 

Twitter: @tlstafford 

Email: terry@terrystafford.com 

Next Steps for Your Audience 

Connecting with Terry 

http://wwwterrystafford.com/
http://wwwterrystafford.com/
http://www.stringsoffaithbook.com/
https://twitter.com/TLStafford
mailto:terry@terrystafford.com

